Ancient Roman Empire 

Coin Journal

Teacher Directions
The journal is meant to combine the subject matter learned in social studies that relates to the ACE coins and writing skills learned in language arts.  Although the materials can be printed as a whole and used as a full journal, each page is also designed to stand alone, and may be used in conjunction with an existing ACE program.

Coin Description – This page asks students to engage in descriptive writing both before and after cleaning their coins.  It is an excellent page to use in addition to the chart provided in the ACE materials online.

How Did it Happen? – This page requires students to use information they have learned about Roman life and times in order to narrate the “life” of their coin, from original owner to its final resting place before being sent to them.  Teachers may wish to create specific scenarios for students, or they may wish to limit students to a specific time period.  

Expansion of the Empire – This journal page is a three-part series of questions focusing on the use of a unified monetary system that allowed for expansion and trade.  Depending on the focus of your curriculum, you may want to do a pre-lesson for this activity.  This page also asks students to consider the differences between Byzantine and Western Roman coins.  If you do not receive a Byzantine coin in your ACE packet, you can print examples from the website.

Coins that Honored – This page allows students to design their own coin, explain why they made their choices, and sketch their own coins.  This could be used as a culminating project, and could be extended to create full-color coins that are displayed with the paragraphs.

Grading – This packet could be used as a dual-class grade if the teachers are in agreement.  Both social studies and language arts aspects are combined; one way to grade would be to have the language arts teacher grade for grammar and mechanics, while the social studies teacher grades for content.
