Ancient Roman Empire 

Coin Journal

Name __________________
Homeroom ___________

Coin description

Look carefully at your coin before cleaning.  Describe what you can see on the front (obverse) and back (reverse).  Use at least five descriptive words for each side.

Obverse:

Reverse:

Draw (to the best of your ability) what you can see on each side.

Obverse





Reverse

Once you have cleaned your coin, look again.  What are you able to add to the descriptions?

Obverse:

Reverse:

How did it happen?
Directions:  How do you think your coin came to you?  What do you think it was used for during its circulation?  What “life” did it have?  Write a narrative paragraph that details the coin’s travels.  You must explain who owned it first, what it was used to buy/pay for, and how it ended up in the ground.  Be creative, but remember what you learned in class about Roman life and times.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Expansion of the Empire
Directions:  In social studies, you learned that the Roman Empire grew to vast proportions.  Answer the questions below about money in the Empire.

1.  How do you think a single monetary system helped the Roman Empire grow?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What problems would the Empire have faced if different areas used different monetary systems? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think that the coins of the Western Roman Empire and the Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantine Empire) began to look so different?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Coins that honored

Directions:  In social studies class, you learned that many Roman Emperors were power-hungry and corrupt, while others were generous and civic minded.  In language arts, you learned about the importance of the gods and goddesses in Roman life.  If you were to design a coin for Ancient Rome, what would you put on it?  Write a paragraph that explains your choice for the obverse and reverse of your coin.  Then, draw your coin in the areas provided.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Obverse






Reverse
